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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments see page 3-5, filed on, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) claims 1-20, under 102(b) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of below submitted Office action. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/1 6/07, 02/24/06, 

1 1/15/05 and 03/23/04, have been reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information 
disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 



Application/Control Number: 10/806,243 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bannai (USP 6,587,226) in view of Blackett et al. (USPAP 20040138834). 

With respect to claim 1 , Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2) comprising: a display unit (PC 12 of 
fig 2, having a display, as seen in fig 2, col.3, lines 25-30+) which displays prescribed 
information (facsimile device identifies the priority of the senders [i.e., priority 
information] see col.3, lines 4, lines 10-15+); an instant message generating unit (PC 12 
of fig 2, display instant message [i.e., priority data] which generates an instant message 
from the prescribed information received from facsimile device urgent or important 
facsimile received (PC 12 of fig 2, display instant message [i.e., priority data, or urgent 
or important data, see fig 7]; and a transmission unit which transmits the generated 
instant message to a client that can use instant message service (facsimile unit of fig 2, 
transmit message to client PC 12 via NCU 10 public line, using high priority service, 
(i.e., prescribed information, col.3, lines 45-55+). 

Bannai '226' dose no teach or disclose an instant message generating unit which 
generates an instant message from the prescribed information 

Blackett, teaches an instant message generating unit which generates an instant 
message from the prescribed information, (as discussed in col. 5, lines 0125, the instant 
message feature can be split into two types of service, centralized and distributed 
services. A centralized service uses an Instant Message Server to act as a central 
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server application, the IM Server and the server logs and distributes the information 
provided by the client, the IM Server automatically manages the presence information 
for the users (client) and applications (also client), distributing the information as needed 
or requested; the instant message service can be used either on an intranet (internal or 
private network) or over the public Internet infrastructure). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the communication device of Bannai 
'226' by the teaching of Blackett '834', it should be clear to one skilled in the art that 
anyone of a wide variety of communication method or devices can be similarly 
employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the 
present invention, for the purpose of controlling a guarantee of the message being 
communicated in a real time communication can be available as suggested by Blackett, 
col.1, lines 0004. 

With respect to claim 2, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the instant message 
generating unit (12 of fig 2) simplifies the prescribed information to generate the instant 
message, (facsimile unit of fig 2, transmit message to client PC 12 via NCU 10 public 
line, using high priority service, col. 3, lines 45-55+). 
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With respect to claim 3, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the instant message 
generating unit (fig 7) generates detailed information regarding the prescribed 
information as the instant message (facsimile unit of fig 2, transmit message to client 
PC 12 via NCU 10 public line, using high priority service, col. 3, lines 45-55+). 

With respect to claim 4, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein when the instant message 
corresponding to the prescribed information displayed at the display unit (PC 12 of fig 2, 
having a display) can be transmitted to the client, the display unit proceeds to an energy 
saving mode (i.e., power of status, col.5, lines 45-50, and facsimile device identifies the 
priority of the senders [i.e., a prescribed information] see col. 3, lines 4, lines 10-15+). 

With respect to claim 5, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: a destination 
information storage unit (internal hard disk PC 12 of fig 2) which stores destination 
information of the client that can use the instant message service (address book; col. 3, 
lines 30-35) wherein the instant message is transmitted to a destination stored in the 
destination information storage unit (col. 3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 6, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: an attribute 
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information storage unit program controlling the facsimile device stored in the hard disk 
PC 12 of fig 1 2) which stores attribute information of the destination (col. 3, lines 30-35); 
wherein the instant message generating unit (facsimile unit of fig 2) generates an instant 
message by referring to the attribute information stored in the attribute information 
storage unit (address book; col. 3, lines 30-35) wherein the instant message is 
transmitted to a destination stored in the destination information storage unit (col. 3, lines 
27-38). 

With respect to claim 7, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2): means for displaying (PC 12 of fig 2, 
having a display, as seen in fig 2, col. 3, lines 25-30+) which displays prescribed 
information (facsimile device identifies the priority of the senders [i.e., a prescribed 
information] see col.3, lines 4, lines 10-15+); a means for generating instant message 
(PC 12 of fig 2, displays instant message [i.e., priority data] which generates an instant 
message from the prescribed information received from facsimile device (fig 2 via PC 
12 of fig 2, display instant message [i.e., priority data, or urgent or important data, see 
fig 7]; and means for transmission the generated instant message to a client that can 
use instant message service (facsimile unit of fig 2, transmits message to client PC 12 
via NCU 10 public line, using high priority service, col.3, lines 45-55+). 

Bannai '226' dose no teach or disclose a means for generating an instant 
message from the prescribed information. 
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Blackett, teaches an instant message generating unit which generates an instant 
message from the prescribed information, (as discussed in col. 5, lines 0125, the instant 
message feature can be split into two types of service, centralized and distributed 
services. A centralized service uses an Instant Message Server to act as a central 
server application, the IM Server and the server logs and distributes the information 
provided by the client, the IM Server automatically manages the presence information 
for the users (client) and applications (also client), distributing the information as needed 
or requested; the instant message service can be used either on an intranet (internal or 
private network) or over the public Internet infrastructure). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the communication device of Bannai 
'226' by the teaching of Blackett '834', it should be clear to one skilled in the art that 
anyone of a wide variety of communication method or devices can be similarly 
employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the 
present invention, for the purpose of controlling a guarantee of the message being 
communicated in a real time communication can be available as suggested by Blackett, 
col.1, lines 0004. 

With respect to claim 8, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the means (instant 
message generating unit 12 of fig 2) simplifies the prescribed information to generate 
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the instant message, (facsimile unit of fig 2, transmit message to client PC 12 via NCU 
10 public line, using high priority service, col.3, lines 45-55+). 

With respect to claim 9, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication device 
(a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein the means (urgent message 
generating unit fig 7) generates detailed information regarding the prescribed 
information as the instant message (facsimile unit of fig 2, transmit message to client 
PC 12 via NCU 10 public line, using high priority service, col.3, lines 45-55+). 

With respect to claim 10, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
device (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), wherein when the instant 
message corresponding to the prescribed information displayed at the display unit (PC 
12 of fig 2, having a display) can be transmitted to the client, the display unit proceeds 
to an energy saving mode (i.e., power of status, col. 5, lines 45-50, and facsimile device 
identifies the priority of the senders [i.e., a prescribed information] see col.3, lines 4, 
lines 10-15+). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
device (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: a means 
for storing destination information of client (internal hard disk PC 12 of fig 2) which 
stores destination information of the client that can use the instant message service 
(address book; col.3, lines 30-35) wherein a means (facsimile device of fig 2, via NUC 
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to public switch for transmitting instant message is transmitted to a destination stored in 
the destination information (col. 3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 12, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
device (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: an means 
for storing attribute information of the destination (the hard disk PC 12 of fig 1 2, which 
stores attribute information of the destination col .3, lines 30-35); wherein the means for 
generating instant message (facsimile unit of fig 2) generates an instant message by 
referring to the attribute information stored in the attribute information stored in the 
means for storing the attribute information (hard drive address book; col. 3, lines 30-35, 
wherein the instant message is transmitted to a destination based on information which 
is ID high priority col. 3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 13, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
device (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2) comprising: collecting 
prescribed information in a device (facsimile device of fig 2, via addresses memory 
stores prescribed ID information for high priority data, and PC 12 of fig 2, having a 
display, as seen in fig 2, col. 3, lines 25-30+) which displays prescribed information 
(facsimile device identifies the priority of the senders [i.e., a prescribed information] see 
col. 3, lines 4, lines 10-15. 

Bannai '226' dose no teach or disclose an instant message generating unit which 
generates an instant message from the prescribed information 
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Blackett, teaches an instant message generating unit which generates an instant 
message from the prescribed information, (as discussed in col. 5, lines 0125, the instant 
message feature can be split into two types of service, centralized and distributed 
services. A centralized service uses an Instant Message Server to act as a central 
server application, the IM Server and the server logs and distributes the information 
provided by the client, the IM Server automatically manages the presence information 
for the users (client) and applications (also client), distributing the information as needed 
or requested; the instant message service can be used either on an intranet (internal or 
private network) or over the public Internet infrastructure). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the communication device of Bannai 
'226' by the teaching of Blackett '834', it should be clear to one skilled in the art that 
anyone of a wide variety of communication method or devices can be similarly 
employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the 
present invention, for the purpose of controlling a guarantee of the message being 
communicated in a real time communication can be available as suggested by Blackett, 
col.1, lines 0004. 



With respect to claim 14, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: obtaining 
attribute information regarding the client that can use the instant message (the hard disk 
PC 12 of fig 1 2, which stores attribute information [i.e., ID] of the destination col. 3, lines 
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30-35); and generating the instant message from the prescribed information in 
accordance with the obtained attribute information (information stored in hard drive PC 
12 of fig 2, i.e. address book, col. 3, lines 30-35, wherein the instant message (.e., 
priority data] transmitted to a destination based on information which is a high priority 
col.3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 15, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), comprising: generating the 
instant message by simplifying the prescribed information in accordance with the 
attribute information (facsimile device of fig 2, in connection with PC 12 of fig 2, 
generates the priority data based on receiver's ID information stored in the address 
book col.3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 16, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), comprising: generating the 
instant message including detailed information of the prescribed information in 
accordance with the attribute information, (facsimile device of fig 2, in connection with 
PC 12 of fig 2, generates the priority data based on receiver's ID information [i.e., ID 
attribute information] stored in the address book col.3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 17, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), comprising: transmitting a 
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plurality of instant messages according to the attribute information for each client, 
(facsimile device of fig 2, in connection with PC 12 of fig 2, generates the priority data 
based on receiver's ID information [i.e., ID attribute information] stored in the address 
book, to receiver (i.e., client], col. 3, lines 27-38). 

With respect to claim 18, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: 
switching the display unit to an energy saving mode after transmitting the instant 
message, (power of status i.e., switching mode] col. 5, lines 45-50, and facsimile device 
identifies the priority of the senders [i.e., a prescribed information] see col. 3, lines 4, 
lines 10-15+). 

With respect to claim 19, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: 
determining whether there is a client that can use the instant message (facsimile device 
of fig 2, in connection with PC 12 of fig 2, determines the priority data based on 
receiver's ID information [i.e., ID attribute information] stored in the address book, to 
receiver (i.e., client], col. 3, lines 27-38); and displaying the instant message at the 
display unit when there is the client that can use the instant message, (facsimile device 
of fig 2, in connection with PC 12 of fig 2, generates the priority data based on receiver's 
ID information [i.e., ID attribute information] stored in the address book, displays to 
receiver col. 3, lines 27-38). 
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With respect to claim 20, Bannai '226' shows or discloses a communication 
method (a communication device, as shown in fig 1 and 2), further comprising: 
transmitting the instant message to an instant message server (PC 12 of fig 2, as a 
server, receives priority data from facsimile device of fig 2); and transmitting the instant 
message immediately from the instant message server to the client (transmitting priority 
data from the facsimile device to client via PC 12 of fig 2). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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